Practice Identifications

Themistocles was a war general of Athens in the early 5th century B.C. (480s).  He rose to this level as a common man, without a classical education.  His shining moment as a general was his ability to persuade the Athenians to use newly-found silver to fund the construction of a navy built of the new triremes.  This action was then followed by the act of convincing Athenians to evacuate their homes to help lure the attacking Persians into a narrow straight for naval ambush, and eventual victory.

The Battle of Salamis occurred around 480 B.C. in the narrow channel between the island of Salamis and the Greek mainland.  The Persian army, led by Xerxes is tricked by the Athenian leader Themistocles into boarding their ships and chasing the Athenians into the channel, thinking that they will trap the fleeing navy.  Instead, the Persians find themselves facing a formidable Greek navy that is ready for battle, and the Persian fleet is unable to maneuver in the narrow waters.  The Greeks then crush the Persians, scattering the Persian army and forcing Xerxes to flee.  It is significant because the Persians are unable to send reinforcement, their navy being destroyed, and then the Greeks have won the war with the Persians.

Bonus Questions:

1) The “wooden wall” was said, by the oracle at Delphi, as the only

thing that would withstand Persian attack.  Most Athenians felt this meant the wall of the city.  However, Themistocles believed it meant Athens’ fleet of 200 triremes.

2) Themistocles told the Persians that the Greeks were feuding (unprepared) and they could ambush the Athenians by going to Salamis.  Instead, the “wooden wall” was waiting the next morning to slaughter them.

