Excerpt from Making the Most of One's Mind (1915)

By John Adams, Professor of Education, University of London

In order that you may have some sort of guidance in the personal stocktaking that is essential to a proper appraisement of your power as a student, I fall back on a book called The Schoolmaster.
  It was published in 1570, its author being Roger Ascham, a famous Elizabethan teacher who was concerned in the education of Lady Jane Grey and of Elizabeth herself.  In this book he considers the qualities that are necessary to success as a student, and in his turn he falls back upon what Plato
 says in his great work known as The Republic.  In the seventh book of The Republic Plato uses seven words that ought to be applicable to every one who is selected for the highest training.  Ascham takes these seven words and explains what they demand from the student.  I reproduce them here so that you may see how far you meet the requirements of this exacting old schoolmaster.


Εύφυής (Euphues): "Is he that is apt by goodness of wit and appliable by readiness of will to learning."
  Ascham goes on to demand under this head a sweet and strong voice, a comely face, goodly stature and a commanding presence.


Μνήμων (Mnemon): "Good of memory, a special part of the first note, Euphues, and a mere benefit of nature, yet it is so necessary for learning . . . as without it all other gifts of nature do small service to learning."


Φιλομαθής (Philomathes): "Given to learning; for though a child have all the gifts of nature at wish, and perfection of memory at will, yet if he have not a special love to learning, he shall never attain to much learning."


Φιλόπονος (Philoponos): "Is he that hath a lust to labour and a will to take pains.  For if a child have all the benefits of nature, with perfection of memory, love, like and praise learning never so much, yet if he be not of himself painful, he shall never attain unto it."


Φιλήχοος (Philekoos): "He that is glad to hear and learn of another.  For otherwise he shall stick with great trouble, where he might go easily forward; and also catch hardly a very little by his own toil, when he might gather quickly a good deal by another man's teaching."


Ζητητιχός (Zetetikos): "He that is naturally bold to ask any question, desirous to search out any doubt, not ashamed to learn of the meanest, not afraid to go to the greatest, until he be perfectly taught and fully satisfied."


Φιλέπαινος (Philepainos): "He that loveth to be praised for well-doing at his father or master's hand.  A child of this nature will earnestly love learning, gladly labour for learning, willingly learn of other, boldly ask any doubt."


Quintillian, in his book on Oratory also gives a few of the points that are essential to success in study.  He puts in the forefront memory and imitation, but he also lays great stress on the last quality that Ascham mentions, love of praise.  "Give me," says Quintillian, "the boy whom praise stimulates, whom honour delights, who weeps when he is unsuccessful.  His powers must be cultivated under the influence of ambition; reproach will sting him to the quick; honour will incite him; and in such a boy I shall never be apprehensive of indifference." [pp. 17-20]

1) What are the major points about learning?

2) Do you agree or disagree?  Explain.

� The Scholemaster (1570), by Robert Ascham (1515-1568), is available online at:  � HYPERLINK "http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~rbear/ascham1.htm" ��http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~rbear/ascham1.htm�


� Excerpted from Ascham’s The Scholemaster:


But concerning the trewe notes of the best wittes for learning in a childe, I will reporte, not myne own opinion, but the very iudgement of him, that was counted the best teacher and wisest man that learning maketh mention of, and that is Socrates in Plato, who expresseth orderlie thies seuen plaine notes to choise a good witte in a child for learninge.


Trewe notes of a good witte.�
              �
{1 Euphues.�{2 Mnemon.�{3 Philomathes.�{4 Philoponos.�{5 Philekoos.�{6 Zetetikos.�{7 Philepainos.�
�



� Is he, that is apte by goodnes of witte, and appliable by readines of will, to learning, hauing all other qualities of the minde and partes of the bodie, that must an other day serue learning, not trobled, mangled, and halfed, but sounde, whole, full, & hable to do their office


� Good of memorie, a speciall parte of the first note euphues, and a mere benefite of nature: yet it is so necessarie for learning, as Plato maketh it a separate and perfite note of it selfe, and that so principall a note, as without it, all other giftes of nature do small seruice to learning.


� Giuen to loue learning: for though a child haue all the giftes of nature at wishe, and perfection of memorie at wil, yet if he haue not a speciall loue to learning, he shall neuer attaine to moch learning.


� Is he, that hath a lust to labor, and a will to take paines. For, if a childe haue all the benefites of nature, with perfection of memorie, loue, like, & praise learning neuer so moch, yet if he be not of him selfe painfull, he shall neuer attayne vnto it.


� He, that is glad to heare and learne of an other. For otherwise, he shall sticke with great troble, where he might go easelie forwarde: and also catche hardlie a verie litle by his owne toyle, whan he might gather quicklie a good deale, by an nothers mans teaching.


� He, that is naturallie bold to aske any question, desirous to searche out any doute, not ashamed to learne of the meanest, not affraide to go to the greatest, vntill he be perfitelie taught, and fullie satisfiede.


� He, that loueth to be praised for well doing, at his father, or masters hand. A childe of this nature, will earnestlie loue learnyng, gladlie labor for learning, willinglie learne of other, boldlie aske any doute.





