Exclusion & Discrimination under the Nazis (1933-38)

Law for Restitution of the German Civil Service (April, 1933)

Removed all political opponents from public service, including those of Jewish origin

Law to Prevent the Overcrowding of German Schools (April, 1933)

Placed strict quotas on numbers of Jews attending educational institutions

Law for the Protection of Hereditary Health (July, 1933)

Anyone who suffers from an inheritable disease may be surgically sterilized if, in the judgement of medical science, it could be expected that his descendants will suffer from serious inherited mental or physical defects.

Editorial Law (October, 1933)

Jews banned from all jobs within the media

Law for the Protection of German Blood & German Honor (September, 1935)

Entirely convinced that the purity of German blood is essential to the further existence of the German people, and inspired by the uncompromising determination to safeguard the future of the German nation, the Reichstag has unanimously resolved upon the following law, which is promulgated herewith: . . .

Marriages between Jews and citizens of German or kindred blood are forbidden . . . 

Sexual relations outside marriage between Jews and nationals of German or kindred blood are forbidden . . .

Jews will not be permitted to employ female citizens of German or kindred blood as domestic servants . . . 

Jews are forbidden to display the Reich and national flag or the national colors . . . 

First Supplementary Decree (November 14, 1935)

Only citizens of the Reich, as bearers of full political rights, can exercise the right of voting in political matters, and have the right to hold public office. The Reich Minister of the Interior, or any agency he empowers, can make exceptions during the transition period on the matter of holding public office. The measures do not apply to matters concerning religious organizations. 

A Jew cannot be a citizen of the Reich. He cannot exercise the right to vote; he cannothold public office.

March, 1936

No financial assistance for Jewish families with several children

October, 1936

Jewish teachers forbidden to give private tutoring to non-Jews

January, 1937

Jews could no longer obtain a doctorate at universities

July, 1938

Jewish doctors could no longer practice medicine

October, 1938

Jews required to have a red J stamped in their passports

November, 1938

Jewish children no longer permitted to attend German schools

Kristallnacht: “The Night of Broken Glass” (November 9-10, 1938)

Mobs throughout Germany, Austria & Sudetenland


( 96 Jews killed, hundreds of Jews injured


( 1,000+ synagogues burned


( 7,500 businesses destroyed


( cemeteries & schools vandalized


( 30,000 arrested & sent to concentration camps

Hermann Goering (November, 1938)

I have received a letter written on the Fuehrer's orders requesting that the Jewish question be now, once and for all, coordinated and solved one way or another. . .

I should not want to leave any doubt, gentlemen, as to the aim of today's meeting. We have not come together merely to talk again, but to make decisions, and I implore competent agencies to take all measures for the elimination of the Jew from the German economy . . .

Wolfgang Benz, The Holocaust (1999)

By Autumn 1938, after five and a half years of National Socialist rule, the living conditions of the German Jews had worsened dramatically as the result of discriminatory measures planned and executed by the state.  Many were unable to believe that things could get even worse, others, however, were convinced that the openly declared threat of a "solution to the Jewish question" would be carried out.

