Law for the Protection of Hereditary Health (July 14, 1933)

Anyone who suffers from an inheritable disease may be surgically sterilized if, in the judgement of medical science, it could be expected that his descendants will suffer from serious inherited mental or physical defects.

Anyone who suffers from one of the following is to be regarded as inheritably diseased within the meaning of this law: 

1.   congenital feeble-mindedness



2.   schizophrenia

3.   manic-depression

4.   congenital epilepsy

5.   inheritable St. Vitus dance

6.   hereditary blindness

7.   hereditary deafness

8.   serious inheritable malformations

Law for the Protection of German Blood and German Honor (September 15, 1935)

Entirely convinced that the purity of German blood is essential to the further existence of the German people, and inspired by the uncompromising determination to safeguard the future of the German nation, the Reichstag has unanimously resolved upon the following law, which is promulgated herewith: . . .

Marriages between Jews and citizens of German or kindred blood are forbidden. . . 

Sexual relations outside marriage between Jews and nationals of German or kindred blood are forbidden. . .

Jews will not be permitted to employ female citizens of German or kindred blood as domestic servants. . . 

Jews are forbidden to display the Reich and national flag or the national colors. . . 

First Supplementary Decree (November 14, 1935)

Only citizens of the Reich, as bearers of full political rights, can exercise the right of voting in political matters, and have the right to hold public office. The Reich Minister of the Interior, or any agency he empowers, can make exceptions during the transition period on the matter of holding public office. The measures do not apply to matters concerning religious organizations. 

A Jew cannot be a citizen of the Reich. He cannot exercise the right to vote; he cannothold public office.

 Kristallnacht: “The Night of Broken Glass” (November 9-10, 1938)

Mobs throughout Germany, Austria & Sudetenland


( 96 killed, hundreds injured


( 1,000+ synagogues burned


( 7,500 businesses destroyed


( cemeteries & schools vandalized


( 30,000 arrested & sent to concentration camps

Hermann Goering (November, 1938)

I have received a letter written on the Fuehrer's orders requesting that the Jewish question be now, once and for all, coordinated and solved one way or another. . .

I should not want to leave any doubt, gentlemen, as to the aim of today's meeting. We have not come together merely to talk again, but to make decisions, and I implore competent agencies to take all measures for the elimination of the Jew from the German economy, and to submit them to me.

Jewish emigration




Total Jewish immigrants 

from Germany (pre-1933 boundaries)

to United States (approx.)

1933

37,000




1933-4
4,100

1934

23,000




1934-5
4,800

1935

21,000




1935-6
6,200

1936

25,000




1936-7
11,300

1937

23,000




1937-8
19,700

1938

40,000




1938-9
43,400

1939

78,000




1939-40
36,900

1940

15,000




1940-1
23,700

1941

8,000





1941-2
10,600

1942

8,500

Total

278,500




Total

161,000
William D. Rubinstein, The Myth of Rescue (1997)

With post-Holocaust hindsight, there is, of course, virtually no country which cannot be criticised for erecting pointlessly high barriers for those face ( it transpired ( with certain death.  Such a view is profoundly ahistorical, for no one at this time . . . could foresee genocide as the end result of Nazi anti-semitism.

