Teaching Circle (Fifth Meeting: April 21st)

Discuss the following excerpts from Leamnson with the suggested questions in mind.  You are not limited, of course, to these questions.
1) In the best situations, most learning goes on outside the classroom.  Consider the case where the opposite is true—most of what is learned is learned in the classroom.  For that to happen the principal activity in that classroom would have to be the transfer of information . . . [Instructors] who teach this way will sometimes decide that everything will go faster if lecture notes are simply passed out in advance.  The classroom in such cases becomes a tutored study hall.  Little or no learning needs to be done between classes, and study continues to mean what it always has, getting ready for the exam a day or two in advance. [83-84]
Should most learning take place inside or outside the classroom?

2) [Learning] styles vary with content to be learned, and . . . people are not, in fact, saddled at some early age with an unmodifiable learning style . . .
[Doing] the unfamiliar is what learning is.  A liberal education, one that liberates through empowerment, cannot consist in accommodating only those interests a student brings to the enterprise.  My position is that learning styles are themselves learned.  And if you can learn one, you can learn two, or seven. [91-92]

In what ways do learning styles influence your teaching?

3) The classroom does not represent a zero sum game where learner-centeredness can be achieved only by marginalizing the teacher.  Learner-centeredness, detrivialized, means that it is students who are struggling with language and giving their brains a workout.  If a well-done lecture achieves that end, the classroom does not thereby become teacher-centered in any pejorative sense. [100]
In what ways can learner-centeredness marginalize teachers?
4) We really need to almost force them to learn, at least until learning becomes familiar, than natural, then satisfying.  But, obviously, we cannot literally force anyone to learn.  What can be done [is] assign work that cannot be done without their engaging their brains. [101]
What kinds of assignments do you use to engage students?

5) [Students] know what they want but may not know what is good for them.  As teachers in college or university classrooms, it is our obligation to determine what students need to know.  The classroom, therefore, is not a democracy.  The teacher is in charge . . . Like all young people, [students] appreciate a measure of discipline. [108]
What role should students [i.e., customers] play in determining the curriculum [i.e., product]?
Final assignment: Chapters Seven & Eight, pp. 119-152
Mail or e-mail sample assignments that you’ve used so we can make copies for our last meeting.
